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Helen R. Kanovsky ɀ General Counsel, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

Federal & State Agency Panel 
 

       
 
 

       
  

 

    Helen R. Kanovsky was sworn in by Secretary Shaun  
    Donovan as the General Counsel of the U.S. Department of 
    Housing and Urban Development on May 4, 2009. As  
    General Counsel she is the chief law officer of the  
    Department and principal legal adviser to the Secretary and 
    staff of HUD. She is also head of the Departmental  
    Enforcement Center. OGC provides legal opinions, advice, 
    and services with respect to all departmental programs and 
    activities. OGC has primary responsibility for the  
    development of HUD program regulations and assists in the 
    development of HUD programs and policies. OGC has over 
    600 employees in Headquarters, 10 Regional Offices and 40 
Field Offices. 
 Prior to coming to HUD, Ms. Kanovsky served as Chief Operating Officer and General 
Counsel of the AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust. She was an officer of the Trust for 13 
years, beginning in 1995. The Trust is a $3.5 billion registered investment company for Taft-
Hartley and Public Pension funds which targets investment in multi-family investment 
securities and also invests in insured or guaranteed single family mortgage pools. During 
1998-99, she was Chief of Staff to Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts. 
 Before joining the Trust in 1995, Ms. Kanovsky was Executive Vice President and 
General Counsel of GE Capital Asset Management Corporation (a subsidiary of the General 
Electric Company) and predecessor company Skyline Financial Services Corporation from 
1986-1994. 
Prior to that, she was in private law practice as a partner with Leff & Mason (1984-1986) 
and before that, a partner and associate with Dickstein, Shapiro and Morin (1981-84; 1976-
79). During 1979-1981, she served in the federal government as a Special Assistant to 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Patricia Roberts Harris. She went with 
Secretary Harris to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare where she served as 
Special Assistant to the Secretary and Associate Executive Secretary to the Department 
which became the Department of Health and Human Services. Ms. Kanovsky holds an A.B. 
cum laude in Government from Cornell University where she was Phi Beta Kappa. She 
received her J.D. cum laude from the Harvard Law School in 1976. 
 Prior to becoming General Counsel of HUD, she served as Chair of the National 
Housing Conference (NHC) and a member of the Board of the NHC's research affiliate, the 
Center for Housing Policy. She also was a Trustee of the National Labor College and a 
member of the Board of the Special Olympics of the District of Columbia. 
 Ms. Kanovsky has two adult daughters, Dr. Jennifer Dorfman and Ms. Emily 
Dorfman. 

 



 

 

Craig Raynsford ɀ Office of the General Counsel 
Department of Homeland Security 

Federal & State Agency Panel 
 

       
 
 

       
  

 

 Craig O. Raynsford presently serves in the Office of the General Counsel 

at the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). His responsibilities include 

developing and managing a new Honors Attorney Program and Summer Law 

Intern Program for DHS, an agency with over 1,800 attorneys worldwide. Prior 

to transferring to DHS in 2003, Mr. Raynsford spent over twenty years as an 

attorney with the United States Department of Justice. Specializing in 

immigration and international law issues he additionally managed his 

ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ (ÏÎÏÒÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 

Law Intern Program. Mr. Raynsford has supervised the hiring of over 600 

attorneys and 140 summer law interns for the Department of Justice. Mr. 

2ÁÙÎÓÆÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ *ÏÈÎ -ÁÒÓÈÁÌÌ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

0ÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ,ÅÇÁÌ !ÄÖÉÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ ).3 #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒȭÓ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ #ÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄ 

for his work with the Government of Cuba resulting in the release of hundreds 

of political prisoners and the repatriation of Mariel Cuban criminals, and a 

Commendation from the DHS General Counsel for his work on the Katrina Task 

Force. Mr. Raynsford received his undergraduate degree from the University of 

California, Irvine and his J.D. from Georgetown University. 

 



 

 

John Transvinaɀ Office of Fair Housing and Equal 
Opportunity 

Federal & State Agency Panel 
 

 
 

       
 
 

       
  

 

    John Trasviña was nominated by President Obama to  

    be Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal  

    Opportunity on April 20, 2009, and confirmed  

    unanimously by the U.S. Senate on May 1, 2009.  The  

    Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO)  

    administers and enforces federal laws and establishes 

    policies that make sure all Americans have equal access 

    to the housing of their choice. 

 Before joining the Obama Administration, Assistant Secretary Trasviña served 

as President and General Counsel of the Mexican American Legal Defense and 

%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÕÎÄ ɉ-!,$%&ɊȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÁ× ÆÉÒÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÔÉÎÏ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ ÂÙ 

advancing litigation and public policy in the areas of civil rights, immigration, 

education and related issues.   

 Assistant Secretary Trasviña began his career at MALDEF in Washington, DC, 

as a legislative attorney in 1985.  He later worked for U.S. Senator Paul Simon as 

General Counsel and Staff Director for the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the 

Constitution.  In 1997, President Clinton appointed Mr. Trasviña as Special Counsel 

for Immigration Related Unfair Employment Practices.  As Special Counsel until 2001, 

he led the only federal government office devoted solely to immigrant workplace 

rights and was the highest ranking Latino attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice.   

 After returning to California, Assistant Secretary Trasviña taught immigration 

law at Stanford Law School and was Director of the Discrimination Research Center in 

Berkeley.  Previously, he was a member of the San Francisco Elections Commission, 

president of the Harvard Club of San Francisco, and a board member of the La Raza 

Lawyers Association, Latino Issues Forum, Campaign for College Opportunity, Lowell 

High School Alumni Association, and Pacific Coast Immigration Museum. 

 Assistant Secretary Trasviña, a native of San Francisco, California, is a 

graduate of Harvard University and Stanford Law School.   



 

 
 

 

Laura E. Hankinsɀ Public Defender Service 
Federal & State Agency Panel 

 
       

 
 

       
  

 

 Laura Hankins is the Special Counsel to the Director at the Public 

$ÅÆÅÎÄÅÒ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁ ɉȰ0$3ȱɊȢ  3ÈÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ 0$3 ÉÎ 

commenting on legislation before the D.C. City Council.  She also represents 

PDS on the District of Columbia Sentencing Commission and on the 

ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÄÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÊÕÒÙ 

instructions.  Her management responsibilities include supervising the 

Defender Services Office, the PDS division responsible for determining the 

eligibility of defendants to receive court-appointed lawyers and for initially 

assigning lawyers to criminal cases.  She is also one of only three people in 

the agency with the authority and primary responsibility for resolving ethical 

conflicts.  Ms. Hankins began her legal career in 1992 at PDS where she 

represented indigent juveniles and adults accused of crimes.  After five years 

in the trial and appellate divisions, Ms. Hankins left PDS to work in the 

criminal justice section at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

Inc.  Her job at the Legal Defense Fund required Ms. Hankins to represent 

clients in both state and federal courts in jurisdictions including Alabama 

Northern District, Mississippi, and Tennessee.  Ms. Hankins returned to PDS 

in January 2000 to assume her present position.  She received a B.A. in 

economics from Brown University and a J.D. with honors from Harvard Law 

School. 



 

 

LT Ayana B. Pitterson ɀ United States Navy 
Federal & State Agency Panel 

 
       

 
 

       
  

 

 LT Ayana B. Pitterson was born in the West Indies, in Trinidad and Tobago. 
At age twelve, LT Pitterson along with her five younger siblings and mother, 
moved to the Bronx in New York. There, she attended middle school and high 
school. Falling in love with the diversity of New York, LT Pitterson stayed in New 
York to attain both her college and law degree.  
 LT Pitterson received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 2002 from Barnard 
College, Columbia University, where she majored in Political Science. After 
graduating from college, LT Pitterson decided to take a year off from school and 
worked in one of the larger law firms in New York City; Dewey Ballantine, LLP. 
One year later, she began her legal studies at Hofstra University School of Law. 
 After completing her first year in law school, LT Pitterson applied for a 
commission with the Navy Judge Advocate General Corps. She was commissioned 
ÁÎ %ÎÓÉÇÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ .ÁÖÁÌ 2ÅÓÅÒÖÅȟ *ÕÄÇÅ !ÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ #ÏÒÐÓ ÉÎ 
April 2005. During her second year of law school she was elected President of the 
Black Law Students Association. During her presidency, she initiated the law 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÅÖÅÒ -ÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ $ÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÏ× ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ 
ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ ,4 
Pitterson successfully passed both New York and Connecticut Bar Examinations 
and is currently licensed to practice law in the state of Connecticut.     
 In 2006, LT Pitterson graduated from Officer Indoctrination School and 
Naval Justice School. Days after successfully completing Naval Justice School she 
was married on a beautiful Sunday in December in New York to Mr. Sean M. 
Pitterson. She reported on board Region Legal Service Office Southeast - Trial 
Office Jacksonville in December 2006. In November 2007, LT Pitterson was 
promoted to Senior Trial Counsel over the Jacksonville and Mayport Trial Offices.  
 In August 2008, LT Pitterson accepted an IA position with the Office for the 
Administrative Review for the Detention of Enemy Combatants (OARDEC) and 
held the position as the Assistant SJA at OARDEC FWD in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
She returned to RLSO SE in February 2009 and worked as a Legal Assistance 
Attorney in the Jacksonville office.  In October 2009, she moved from Jacksonville, 
&, ÔÏ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ $Ȣ#Ȣ  #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÓÈÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÓ /*!'ȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
Recruiting/Retention/Diversity Plan while stationed at the Navy Yard, 
Washington D.C. at OJAG Headquarters (Code 61).  She is responsible for JAG 
participation at National Bar Association conferences, assisting on JAG Summer 
Internship, and providing retention tools.   LT Pitterson and her husband have 
one child, Alyja Noel Pitterson, born on 27 July 2009. 
 
 



 

 

Kevin Curridɀ Securities  & Exchange Commission 
Federal & State Agency Panel 

 
  

     
 
 

       
  

 

   Kevin B. Currid has focused his legal career on  

   securities litigation and related investigations.  

   Kevin is presently a senior enforcement attorney 

   at the Boston Regional Office of the United States 

   Securities and Exchange Commission.  Prior to  

   joining the Commission, Kevin practiced as a litigation 

associate in the law firm of Foley Hoag LLP in Boston.  Kevin is a graduate of 

Brown University with a degree in public policy and received his law degree 

from Northeastern University School of Law. Kevin grew up on Long Island, 

New York and now lives in Boston. 



 

 

Angela Ryeɀ Senior Advisor & Counsel                                                        
US House of Representatives Committee on Homeland 

Security 
Public Policy Panel 

 

    
 
 

       
  

 

   Angela Rye is one of the most dynamic young leaders on Capitol Hill. Recently 
   ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÏÎ "%4ȢÃÏÍ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱρτ (ÏÔÔÅÓÔ "ÌÁÃËÓ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ #ÁÐÉÔÏÌ (ÉÌÌȱȟ 
   Ms. Rye currently serves as Senior Advisor and Counsel to the House Committee 
   on Homeland Security under the leadership of Congressman Bennie G.  
   Thompson, Chairman. She is charged with developing the general political  
   strategy for the Committee with a focus on assisting disenfranchised, small 
   minority owned businesses. 
   5ÐÏÎ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ #ÁÐÉÔÁÌȟ -ÓȢ 2ÙÅ ÃÏ-founded IMPACT (www.impact-
   dc.com), an organization that seeks to encourage young professionals in three 
   core areas: economic empowerment, civic engagement, and political  
   involvement. The four year-old organization has quickly become a powerful voice 
and advocatÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ×ÉÄÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÄ Á 
diversity hiring initiative and a website to further promote these efforts: www.IMPACTConnection.com. Ms. 
2ÙÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ )-0!#4ȭÓ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ 0artnerships. During her tenure with the 
organization, IMPACT has formed partnerships with the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Rainbow 
053(ȭÓ 7ÁÌÌ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ 9ÏÕÎÇ Ǫ 0Ï×ÅÒÆÕÌȟ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ "ÌÁÃË #ÁÕÃÕÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
Leadership Institute, Black Leadership Forum, and others. 
 Ms. Rye began her career in legislative advocacy upon graduating from Seattle University School of 
Law, at the National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO), which is the umbrella 
associatioÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ρςπ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÂÌÁÃË ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÎ #ÁÐÉÔÏÌ (ÉÌÌ 
and with the Executive Branch. At NAFEO, she served as the Coordinator of Advocacy and Legislative Affairs. 
Prior to NAFEO, Ms. Rye had the privilege of serving as a Legal Extern in Congresswoman Maxine Waters' Los 
Angeles office. While working in the district office, Ms. Rye learned about legislative procedure and 
organization, as well as developed favorable public policy for constituents, and assisted in the mobilization 
and organization of community members to make a difference locally. 
 Ms. Rye also served as the Western Region Director for the National Black Law Students Association 
(NBLSA) where she managed and supervised the Western Region Executive Board. Formerly the Legislative 
!ÆÆÁÉÒÓ #ÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ !ÒÅÁ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ɉ'7!#Ɋ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,Á× $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ."!ȟ -ÓȢ 
Rye is committed to shoring up efforts to increase knowledge of the political processes for her colleagues and 
peers. Ms. RyeȭÓ ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
Government Affairs Committee, where she serves as the YLD Liaison. She is also Chair of the Legislative 
Committee for the National Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. 
 Born and raised in Seattle, Washington, Angela Rye learned the importance of advocacy through her 
family's political and community activism. Angela now resides in Bowie, Maryland and is a member of Reid 
Temple AME Church. 

Areas of expertise: Small business/minority contracting, entrepreneurship, homeland security, higher 
education, and political strategy 

Press: http://www.bet.com/News/Photos/News_pictures_hotonthehill.htm?i=8 
http://www.law.seattleu.edu/x6992.xml 
http://blogs.cqpolitics.com/notepad/2009/08/minorities-look-to-make-impact.html 
http://www.bet.com/News/Photos/News_Photos_IMPACT_Web_Launch.htm?i=12 
http://photos.essence.com/galleries/emerging_leaders_2010 

http://www.bet.com/News/Photos/News_pictures_hotonthehill.htm?i=8
http://www.law.seattleu.edu/x6992.xml
http://blogs.cqpolitics.com/notepad/2009/08/minorities-look-to-make-impact.html
http://www.bet.com/News/Photos/News_Photos_IMPACT_Web_Launch.htm?i=12
http://photos.essence.com/galleries/emerging_leaders_2010


 

Captain Robert Sandersɀ United States Navy 
Public Policy Panel 

 

     
 
 

       
  

 

     Captain Sanders is the fourth child of the late Viola and Willis Sanders of  
     Schenectady, New York.  He entered the Navy through Recruit Basic Training 
     Center, Great Lakes, where he helped lead the top company of his Recruit  
     class.  As a youth, he was the 1977 Dave Boyd Scholar-Athlete and a General 
     Electric Program to Increase Minority Engineering Graduates (PIMEG)  
     Scholarship recipient.  While a Reserve Intelligence Specialist (IS) assigned to 
     Reserve Intelligence Office One Nine and CNO Intel Plot 0167, Washington, 
     $#ȟ ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÒÖÅ )3 Ȱ!ȱ ÁÎÄ )ÍÁÇÅÒÙ )ÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ 
     this assignment, Captain Sanders was simultaneously attending law school 
     and employed full-time with a Navy weapons system program contractor. 
     Prior to his commissioning, Captain Sanders held engineering positions with 
     General Electric, General Telephone and Electronics, and Vitro Corporations.  
     During this period, Captain Sanders worked on the TERRIER and TARTAR 
     .45 ÍÉÓÓÉÌÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓȠ ÔÈÅ 42)$%.4 3ÕÂÍÁÒÉÎÅ ÐÒÏÐÕÌÓÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȠ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÙȭÓ 
flight-deck tactical radio program; the Ground and Sea Launched Cruise Missile programs; and the physical security plan 
for Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.  In law school, Captain Sanders held internship positions with Wald, Harkader, and 
Ross; the Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, DC, Office of General Counsel (OGC); and Navy OGC, Space and 
Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR). 
 After commissioning as a JAG Corps officer, Captain Sanders initially served at Naval Legal Service Office (NLSO) DET 
Sigonella, Italy; NAS Jacksonville, FL; COMSUBGRU TEN, Kings Bay, GA, and as a Special Assistant United States Attorney 
(SAUSA).  During 1998 and 1999, Captain Sanders completed a research internship with the Defense Equal Opportunity 
Management Institute (DEOMI), Patrick AFB, Cocoa Beach FL; the result was "Black Seminoles," DEOMI Heritage Series 
Pamphlet 99-3.  After completing his .LLM degree at the U.S. Army JAG School, Charlottesville, VA, he reported as a 
,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ $ÅÆÅÎÓÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁl Legal 
Studies (DILLS) training visiting Azerbaijan and Nigerian military officers in Washington, DC.  He then served as the 
Acting Senate Director for the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs, and as a Litigation Team Leader and 
the Branch Head for Information Litigation, Office of the Navy Judge Advocate General, General Litigation Division.  
Captain Sanders was assigned as Assistant SJA (OEF/OIF Investigations) USCENTCOM HQ, Tampa, FL in 2003, and then as 
a Team Leader in the Navy Appellate Defense Division in Washington, DC.  Captain Sanders deployed to Afghanistan in 
2004 as the Afghan National Army JAG Mentor and Special Staff Deputy Director, Office of Military Cooperation - 
Afghanistan.  He returned to serve as Executive Officer, NLSO North Central headquartered in Washington D.C. and to 
again support DILLS training of visiting Niger and Sudanese military officers and serving with DIILS in Sierra Leone, Chad, 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo training military officers, civilians and civil servants.  As a Captain (select), 
Sanders assumed command of NLSO North Central from June 2007 ɀ August 2007 and for a time, simultaneously served 
as the Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate General for Military Personnel from June 2007 ɀ July 2009.  In August 2009, he 
returned to command at NLSO North Central, his current duty station 
 Captain Sanders holds a Juris Doctorate, Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America; a Master of 
Laws (Military, International and Operational Law Specialty) from the U.S. Army JAG School; a Master of Science in 
Strategic Intelligence from the National Defense Intelligence College; a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic 
Studies from the Naval War College; a Master of Science in International Relations from Troy State University; and a 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from Northeastern University.  Captain Sanders was a 2009 Department of 
ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÙ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÓȟ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÏÆ 4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ ɉ-)4Ɋ 3ÅÍÉÎÁr XXI Program for Foreign 
0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȟ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ -ÁÒÉÎÅ #ÏÒÐÓȭ -ÁÒÔÉÁÌ !ÒÔÓ 
Program Green Belt.   
 #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ 3ÁÎÄÅÒÓȭ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ .ÁÖÙȭÓ ςππω .!!#0 2ÏÙ 7ÉÌËÉÎÓ -ÅÒÉÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ !×ÁÒÄ ÒÅcipient.  Other military awards 
include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy--ÁÒÉÎÅ #ÏÒÐÓȭ -ÅÒÉÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ -ÅÄÁÌ ɉσ Á×ÁÒÄÓɊȟ *ÏÉÎÔ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
Commendation Medal, Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3 awards), Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal (with Bronze Star), Global War on Terror Medal, Afghan Service Campaign Medal, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal (3 awards), Navy Volunteer Service Medal (2 awards), Kuwait Liberation Medal, and the 
Navy Expert Pistol Medal. 
 Past volunteer service includes Board of Directors (BoD) President and Operations VP for the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Northeast Florida, member BoD Jacksonville YMCA, and as a coach and BoD member for Florida and Virginia 
Little League organizations.  He formerly served as a coach and a program director for the Bowie Maryland Boys and Girls 
Club and as a coach in the Glen Dale youth recreation program. Captain Sanders has 4 children. 



 

 

Karl Connorɀ Government Affairs Director BP America, 
Inc 

Public Policy & Judicial Clerkship Panel 
 
 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

    Karl J. Connor, Government Affairs Director for BP 
    America, Inc., is a New Orleans, Louisiana native. He 
    is a graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana,  
    Loyola New Orleans School of Law, and earned a  
    Master of Laws degree, with distinction as a Harlan 
    Fiske Stone Scholar, from Columbia University Law 
    School in the City of New York.  He is a former law 
    clerk to U. S. District Court Judges Ivan Lemelle and 
    Carl Barbier, assistant U.S. attorney, Chapter 7  
    Bankruptcy Trustee and Managing Member of the 
    Connor Group, LLC. 
 
He is Vice President of the National Bar Association, Acting Chair of the 
Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association, a Director for the Louisiana 
Association of Business & Industry, the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce, 
and the U. S. Oil & Gas Association (Mississippi), a New Orleans Redevelopment 
Authority Commissioner, a member of the Louisiana Law Institute, and a 
graduate of Leadership Arkansas.  He was recently celebrated as a Young 
Leadership Council of Greater New Orleans Role Model, and is a past recipient of 
the Louisiana State Bar Association Crystal Gavel Award.  
 Connor is a founding member of the Knowledge Is Power (KIPP) New 
Orleans Charter School Board and the Helix Network Charter High Schools in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, a Life Member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and 
past President of the Loyola University Alumni Association.  At Loyola New 
Orleans School of Law he served as BLSA Chapter President and is a past 
Frederick Douglass Moot Court National Semifinalist.  
 He has been married fourteen years to Chimene Grant Connor.  
 



 
 

 

Hon. Arthur L. Burnett Sr.ɀ Senior Judge - Inactive Status 
(Sabbatical); National Executive Director                                                

National African American Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. 
Public Policy & Judicial Clerkship Panel 

 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

   Senior Judge Arthur L. Burnett, Sr. is the National  
   Executive Director, National African American Drug Policy 
   Coalition, Inc. He is a graduate from Howard University  
   summa cum laude with a major in political science and  
   minor in economics.  In his junior year he was elected to 
   Phi Beta Kappa.    He then attended New York University 
   School of Law where he received his law degree in 1958, 
   ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ρπϷ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á &ÏÕÎÄÅÒÓȭ 
   Day Award Recipient.  He was also Associate Research 
Editor of its Law Review.   
 (Å ÃÏÍÍÅÎÃÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÌÁ× ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ (ÏÎÏÒÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ 
at the United States Department of Justice in the Criminal Division in June 1958.   
In April 1965 he became an Assistant United States Attorney in Washington, 
D.C.   In December 1968 he became the first General Counsel ɀ then called Legal 
Advisor - of the Metropolitan Police Department in the District of Columbia.       
On June 26, 1969 he was appointed the first African American United States 
Magistrate Judge in the United States, in which capacity he served until 
December 1975.   He then became the Legal Advisor for the United States Civil 
Service System and between 1977-1980 he served also as a principal legal 
advisor to the President of the United States on all civil service and personnel 
ÌÁ×Ó ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖes in 
dealing with all bills pending before the U.S. Congress dealing with the federal 
personnel system.    
 In January 1980 he was again appointed United States Magistrate Judge 
in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, where he served 
until appointed by the President of the United States to the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia in November 1987. He retired in October 1998 and 
became a Senior Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia.  
While retaining the status of a Senior Judge, on August 1, 2004 he took a 
sabbatical from the Bench and assumed the position of National Executive 
Director of the National African American Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. in which 
position he now serves in addition to being an adjunct law professor at both 
Howard University School of Law and Catholic University Columbus School of 
Law. 
 



 

 

Chief Justice Randall Shepardɀ Indiana Supreme Court 
Chief Justice 

Judicial Clerkship Panel & A. Leon Higginbotham Award 
Recipient 

 
 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

   Randall T. Shepard became Chief Justice of the Indiana 
   Supreme Court in l987 at age 40, then the youngest chief 
   justice in the United States.  Shepard also practiced law, 
   served as a trial judge, was Executive Assistant to the Mayor 
   of Evansville, Indiana, and served as Special Assistant to the 
   U.S. Under Secretary of Transportation in Washington D.C.  
   Shepard holds degrees from Princeton University (A.B., cum 
   laude), Yale Law School (J.D.), and the University of Virginia 
   (LL.M.).  Four universities have awarded him honorary 
   degrees.  
   Shepard recently served as President of the Conference of 
   Chief Justices and Chair of the National Center for State 
   Courts.  He is ÐÁÓÔ ÃÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !"!ȭÓ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÅÇÁÌ 
%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ !ÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÁÒȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÓ ÁÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 
180 law schools. He formerly chaired the ABA Appellate Judges Conference, 
representing 700 federal and state judges.  
 In 2006, Chief Justice John Roberts appointed Shepard to serve on the U.S. 
Judicial Conference Advisory Committee of Civil Rules.  
 In July 2007, Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels named Chief Justice Shepard 
and former Governor Joseph E. Kernan as co-chairs of the Local Government Reform 
Commission.  
 Shepard has authored over 1,000 opinions for his court and fifty-five law 
review articles.  
 Shepard served eleven years as a trustee of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, where he chaired the committee on public policy.  He has been a 
director of Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana since 1982 and served as its 
chair during 1993-96, presently being its honorary chair.  
 Part of an eight generation Indiana family, Shepard is married to Amy W. 
MacDonell and has a daughter, Martha (Mattie) MacDonell Shepard. 



 

Hon. Gerald Bruce Leeɀ Federal District Judge 
Judicial Clerkship Panel & A. Leon Higginbotham Award 

Recipient 

      
 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

   Judge Lee was confirmed as a United States District Judge in the  
   Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria Division on October 8, 1998. 
   As Judge Lee sought the appointment, he was evaluated by twelve 
   state wide bar associations along with eight other candidates. He 
   was the only candidate and judge to receive the highest rating of 
   each of the twelve bar associations. Recommended for appointment 
   to the court with bipartisan support, Judge Lee was nominated by 
   President William Jefferson Clinton. Prior to his appointment to the 
   federal bench, he was a trial judge in the 19th Judicial Circuit,  
   Fairfax, Virginia for six and one half years. 
 Prior to becoming a circuit court judge, Judge Lee was a trial lawyer for fifteen years, 
representing individuals and businesses in civil and criminal cases. He was a partner at 
Cohen, Dunn & Sinclair, P.C., an Alexandria, Virginia, law firm. In 1990 while in practice, then 
Virginia Governor Douglas Wilder appointed him to serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority, the managers of 
Washington Dulles and Washington National Airports. Judge Lee began his judicial career 
when he was elected to the Fairfax Circuit Court in May, 1992. He presided over several 
complex product liability and commercial cases. He led the Fairfax Circuit Court to become 
one of the first courts in Virginia to have a presence on the Internet, and he encouraged the 
innovative use of computer technology and demonstrative electronic presentation evidence 
in trial. Judge Lee is well known throughout the Virginia legal community for his handling of 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ÈÉÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔȭÓ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ 
commitment to community service. 
 In 1973, Judge Lee received his undergraduate degree in communications from The 
American University, Washington, DC. He earned his Juris Doctorate degree from The 
Washington College of Law at The American University in 1976. On May 18, 2003, he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate of laws degree from The American University 
Washington College of Law. He was an adjunct faculty member at the University for four 
years during law school and private practice. 
 An active member of the legal profession as an attorney in private practice and as a 
judge, he has served in several leadership roles. He was an elected member of the Virginia 
State Bar Council, Chairman of the General Practice of Law Section of the Virginia State Bar, 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the American Bar Association General Practice 
Section, past president of the Northern Virginia Black Attorneys Association , and past 
president of the George Mason American Inn of Court. Judge Lee is an accomplished lecturer 
to judges and lawyers. He was Chairman of the Judicial Conference of Virginia Judicial 
Education Committee, which is responsible for meeting the continuing education needs of 
6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ ρτπ ÔÒÉÁÌ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȢ (Å ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÄÉÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ #ÉÒÃÕÉÔ #ÏÕÒÔ *ÕÄÇÅȭÓ 
Benchbook. As a member of the faculty of the National Judicial College, he helped develop 
ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ *ÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ #ÏÕÒÓÅȱ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ 
trial judges. He has presented courses for the Federal Judicial Center on death penalty case 
trials and The Patriot Act. Judge Lee has authored and co-authored over fifty continuing legal 
education outline s and legal publications on trial advocacy. He has lectured and conducted 
mock trials at numerous Virginia and Washington, D.C. law schools. 



 

 

Kimberly N. Royalɀ Assistant General Counsel                                
Employment Practices Walmart 

In-House Counsel Panel 
 
 

           
 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

    Kimberly N. Royal is an Assistant General  
    Counsel in the Employment Practices Division of 
    the Legal Department of Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. In 
    her current role, Kimberly provides advice and 
    counsel to management and human resources 
    professionals on a broad range of employment 
    issues, including but not limited to recruiting, 
    social media, discipline and terminations,  
    internal investigations, leaves of absence, EEO 
    compliance, and employee relations. Kimberly 
    began her career with Walmart in the Legal 
    Administration and External Relations Division, 
where she managed the team that was responsible for the development and 
coordination of diversity initiatives for the Legal Department. She was also 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÁÌ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ 
development programs. Prior to joining Walmart, Kimberly was in private 
practice with law firms in Atlanta, Georgia, and she also served as an 
Assistant General Counsel with the Atlanta Independent School System. 
 Kimberly graduated with honors from Howard University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, and she received her Juris Doctorate 
from the University of Texas School of Law. Kimberly has served on a 
number of non-profit boards and is active in various professional and service 
organizations. 
 



 

Naima Stevensonɀ Assistant General Counsel NCAA 
In-House Counsel Panel 

 
 

           
 

     
       

 
 

       
  

 

    Naima has held the position of Assistant  
    General Counsel for the NCAA since May of 
    2006. Her responsibilities include working 
    with the NCAA infractions process,  
    particularly the Enforcement staff, in addition 
    to providing counsel to other areas of the  
    National Office and the NCAA Eligibility 
Center.  
 Prior to joining the NCAA, Naima was a Corporate and Securities 
Associate with the law firm of Arnold & Porter in Washington DC for five 
years.  While at Arnold & Porter, Naima advised a variety of corporations 
on the ever changing landscape in Securities regulations, assisted clients 
with raising equity in private equity transactions, and advised clients in 
various merger and acquisition transactions. 
 An experienced speaker and panelist, Naima has served as a 
panelist at the annual conference for the Sports Lawyers Association, 
Black Coaches Association and National Association of College and 
University Attorneys.  Naima has also presented to a number of colleges 
and universities on topics ranging from legal issues facing the NCAA to 
diversity in the legal profession.  
 Originally from Brooklyn New York, Naima is a graduate of the 
University of Maryland College Park, and received her law degree from 
Harvard Law School. 
 



 

 

John Page ɀ Golden State Foods 
In-House Counsel Panel 

 
 
 

       
  

 

   John E. Page is the current Vice President, General Counsel 
   and Corporate Secretary of Golden State Foods, Corp., a  
   privately held $4 Billion food processing and distribution 
   company to the Quick Service and Casual  Dining Food  
   Service industries.  In this capacity, Mr. Page is responsible 
   for all legal, governance and compliance matters. Since  
   graduating from the University of Pennsylvania Law  
   School in 1990, where he served as an editor of the Law  
   Review, he has amassed over 19 years of legal practice. Mr. 
   Page has served as a commercial litigator, and has argued 
   before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. He 
has also served as in-house counsel with Lucent Technologies and Avaya Inc. 
While with Avaya, Mr. Page served as principal legal counsel to the Worldwide 
Operations and Services Group, and oversaw a number of critical and strategic 
outsourcing engagements, including a transaction valued at over $350 Million.  
Currently, Mr. Page serves on the Board of Directors of the Association of 
Corporate Counsel and serves as General Counsel for the National Bar 
Association. In the past, he has served as Vice President, and served on the 
Executive, Budget, Long Range Planning and Membership Committees of the 
National Bar Association. He has also served on various committees and boards, 
including the Education Law Center of Newark, New Jersey, the Association of 
Corporate Counsel (New Jersey and Southern California Chapters), and the 
California Association of Black Lawyers.  
 In his various capacities, Mr. Page has provided training to sales and 
finance teams, served as moderator or speaker on issues of diversity, corporate 
investigations, ethics and enterprise risk management. Mr. Page is admitted to 
practice in New York and New Jersey, and is a Registered In-House Counsel in 
California. He currently resides in California with his wife Michele and sons 
Brandon, Isaiah and Joshua. 



 

 

 

Gina Y. Walcottɀ Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers, Inc. 
Mental Health Workshop 

 
 
 

       
  

 

 Gina Y. Walcott, Esq. is Executive Director of Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers, Inc., 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÌÁ×ÙÅÒ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈȭÓ ÊÕÄÇÅÓȟ 
lawyers, law students, and their families. Gina is the first African-American director of a lawyer 
assistance program in the nation.  
 Before LCL, Gina spent more than 8 years as an Assistant United States Attorney for the 
District of Massachusetts. In that capacity, Gina worked in the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney's 
Office, where she handled both affirmative and defensive civil litigation on behalf of the United 
States, federal agencies, and federal employees sued in their official capacity. While there, Gina 
×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȭÓ $ÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ )ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ 3ÔÁÙ )Î 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
initiative, and Legal Internship program. Before joining  
 Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney's Office, Gina spent nearly six years at the state 
Attorney General's Office, both as a civil litigator and as a prosecutor. When she left the office in 
1999, Gina had moved up the ranks to Acting Chief of the Unemployment Fraud Division. Similar 
ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 53 !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ 'ÉÎÁ ×ÁÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !'ȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÁÃÉÁÌ Ǫ 
Ethnic Bias Task Force, the Diversity Committee, the Mentoring Program, and various Internship 
Programs. In addition to her active work life, Gina is on the Nominating Committee of the 
Massachusetts Bar Association (MBA), she co-#ÈÁÉÒÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ7"!Ɋ 
7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÒ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ ÉÓ Á 3ÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÏÓÔÏÎ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
(BBA) Diversity and Inclusion Section, is a Mentor foÒ ÔÈÅ ""!ȭÓ 'ÒÏÕÐ -ÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÁÎÄ 
is an active member of several state, local, and affinity bar associations, including: the 
Massachusetts Black Lawyers Association (of which she is also a Past President), the 
-ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ,Á×ÙÅÒÓ )Î 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7"!ȭÓ 7ÏÍÅÎ 
Executive Director of Nonprofits Committee. Notably, Gina has also remained an active presence 
with respect to each of her alma maters: The Buckingham Browne & Nichols School (Former 
Trustee); Wellesley College (Current Member, Wellesley Lawyers); and Boston University School 
of Law (Frequent Guest Presenter, Former Lecturer In Law - Civil Practice Clinic, Former ATLA 
Trial Teams Regional Competition). In the past, Gina has served on such boards as the Boston 
BaÒ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ %ÄÉÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ ,Å×ÉÓ 2ÕÆÆÉÎ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÎ 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ "ÌÁÃË ÊÕÄÇÅȢ !ÍÏÎÇ 
other things, the Ruffin Society assembled and is primarily responsible for the traveling 
ÃÏÕÒÔÈÏÕÓÅ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄȟ ȰLong Road to Justice: The African-American Experience in the 
Massachusetts CourtsȢȱ  
 Gina has been recognized for her many professional, civic, and personal contributions to 
the profession and her community. 2ÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȟ 'ÉÎÁ ×ÁÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅȱ Á×ÁÒÄ 
ÂÙ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ ,Á×ÙÅÒÓ 7ÅÅËÌÙȟ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÁÒ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
Massachusetts Association of Women Lawyers. Gina was nominated for this award by her law 
school alma mater, Boston University School of Law. Gina was also named one of the Ten 
Outstanding Young Leaders by the Boston Junior Chamber of Commerce in its 50th year 
celebration, an award that has been given in the past to such distinguished individuals as John F. 
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Janet Langhart, Leonard Zakim, Alice Richmond, and Thomas P. 
/ȭ.ÅÉÌȢ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ 'ÉÎÁ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ "ÁÒ 
&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ó ɀÁÎ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÎÌÙ ϵ ÏÆ ρϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈȭÓ 
practicing Bar. Gina has also been featured in the Boston Business Journal. Gina is a native 
Bostonian. She attended the Buckingham Browne & Nichols School in Cambridge (1984); 
Wellesley College (B.A., 1988), and Boston University School of Law (J.D., 1993). 



 

 

Pierre Garcon ɀ Indianapolis Colts 
Sadie T.M. Alexander Award Recipient 

 

    
 
 
 
 

       
  

 

   Pierre Garcon was born in Carmel, NY on August 8, 1986  
   several years after his family had moved from Port Au  
   Prince, Haiti. He attended John I. Leonard High   
   School in Green Acres Florida, and later enrolled in   
   Norwich University in Vermont where he played football  
   for a year before transferring to Mount Union College in  
   Alliance, Ohio. 

  During his collegiate career, Pierre scored a combined 60  
   touchdowns receiving, four touchdowns rushing, and one  
   touchdown from a kick off return, ranking 2nd in NCAA 
Division III history for 60 receiving touch downs. He also became the sixth player 
in Division III history to surpass 4,000+ yards receiving. While starting 39 of 41 
games in three seasons at Mount Union Pierre led the team to two national titles 
and set school records with 202 receptions and 47 touch down receptions. Pierre 
is currently continuing his education at Mount Union during his time off from 
professional football, studying to get his degree in Communication and Sports 
Management.  

Pierre has now played two years in the NFL for the Indianapolis Colts, 
starting 13 of 14 games at wide receiver during his second year in 2009.  He 
tallied four touchdowns receiving in the regular season and two touchdowns in 
the post season, one in each the AFC championship game and during Super Bowl 
XLIV. He had the 3rd-most receiving yards in Colts post-season history with 221 
yards in the AFC Championship game.   

"ÅÆÏÒÅ 0ÉÅÒÒÅȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .&, ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÌÌ of 2009, he 
decided to direct Colts and football fans across the nation to his native country of 
Haiti in an effort to raise money and send food packages. After the disastrous 
earthquake struck in January, Pierre used his public image to exponentially 
increase the amount of money raised for aid efforts throughout the country. 
0ÉÅÒÒÅȭÓ Ȱ0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒ (ÏÐÅȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔ (ÁÉÔÉ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ 
Indianapolis has helped raise over $100,000 for Haiti.  On their trip to Haiti 
during the first week of Haiti, Pierre, his mother, sister, and missionaries from the 
Northwest Haiti Christian Mission will hand out over a million meals to people all 
over Haiti.  

0ÉÅÒÒÅȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÉÄ (ÁÉÔÉ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 
far after his trip in April as he is in the process of creating his own foundation 
with the help of his football agent, Brad Cicala. Pierre realizes he was given the 
opportunity through his successes in football to promote charity and giving for 
the benefit of his native country of Haiti.  
 


